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MINUTES
Davie County - Ag Center Building Advisory Committee

Regular Meeting

1. Call to Order - Brian Barnett
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM. Brian Barnett welcomed everyone and had each 
member introduced.

2.  Adopt Agenda - Brian Barnett

3.  Overview - Brian Barnett
Brian Barnett shared that the property location is off of Main Church Road and is a total of 65
acres.
He stated the ultimate goal for this committee is the completion of a new agricultural center.

a. •  Project Goal
• Location of Property
• Funding / MOUs

4.  Vision - Brian Barnett
Jesse Ledbetter shared a vision and mission statement that he and his students came up with.
Arnold Weatherman shared that he would like to see the FSA Office back in Davie County to 
bring into this facility. He believes that Steve Troxler could provide direction for any possible 
grant money that the County could apply for to begin construction.
Chasity Robertson shared a few ideas she has for fundraising events.
Benita Finney would like to see a sign at the property that states "Future Home of Davie County
Agricultural Center".
Keith Beck stated that we need to advertise as much as possible to have the County become 
excited and want them to be involved. He would like to have everyone walk the property to see
a bigger picture.

5.  Next Steps - Brian Barnett
A master plan needs to be created to establish the amount of money that will be needed for



the project as a whole.  
 
It was decided that the next meeting would be at 4:00 on the last Tuesday of February. A walk 
of the property will be done at this time.  
 
 a. Committee Overall Interests   
 
 b. Future Meeting Dates   
 
6. Adjourn   
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM  
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Welcome….Introductions

▪ Name

▪ Occupation

▪ Time in Davie County

▪ Your Favorite Vacation Destination
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Property Location

▪ Main Church Rd

▪ South of Interstate 40

▪ North of Highway 158

▪ Total Property is 65 Acres
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Finish Line

▪ Finish Line – New Agricultural Center Facility

▪ But along the way….

▪ Plan & Design Building

▪ Acquisition of Funds

▪ Guidelines for Facility Usage
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WHAT IS YOUR 

VISION?
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RECENT 

EXAMPLES
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Farm, Food, and Family Center – Randolph County

The Food and Family Resource Center is a 28,000-SF 
facility that houses NC Cooperative Extension offices, 
county Soil and Water offices, and meeting and 
classroom space. It includes community resources 
such as an incubator commercial kitchen for small 
food businesses to rent certified kitchen space for 
food preparation, as well as a food hub virtually 
connecting local farmers and consumers with pre-
ordering and pick-up services.

The Farm, Food, and Family Education Center as a 
whole creates a dynamic, innovative, and 
collaborative place for learning and skill-building. This 
campus allows people and organizations to come 
together, build systems that strengthen economies, 
enhance resiliency, and build the communities 
around them.

Randolph County envisions a place for agritourism, 
business, and community support with their new 
agricultural education campus Farm, Food, and 
Family Education Center. The campus includes a 
Training and Event Center, a Food and Family 
Resource Center, and an incubator farm.

Roughly $29 Million
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Farm, Food, and Family Center – Randolph County
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Farm, Food, and Family Center – Randolph County
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Farm, Food, and Family Center – Randolph County
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Bonnie B. Davis Environment & Agricultural Center – Orange County

This project accommodates programming for 
agricultural and government service agencies in 
Orange County, including the NC Cooperative 
Extension; the Department of Environment, 
Agriculture, Parks & Recreation (DEAPR) Support 
Services and Natural and Cultural Resources 
Divisions; DEAPR/NRCS Soil and Water Conservation 
Division; Farm Services Agency; and the NC Forest 
Service.

The building includes an open lobby with a large, 
dividable shared meeting room along with a 
multipurpose room and boardroom. It features a 
residential warming kitchen for cooking 
demonstrations, restroom facilities, and several 
office suites with workspaces and small meeting 
rooms. The facility also includes outdoor 
programming, including gathering and 
demonstration spaces and horticulture gardens.

The building is also universally accessible, with 
automatic doors at the main entrance, convenient 
access to restrooms, and safe, user-friendly finishes, 
fixtures, and furnishings throughout.

16,950 Square Feet
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Bonnie B. Davis Environment & Agricultural Center – Orange County
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Maxwell Regional Agricultural & Convention Center – Wayne County

In the beginning stages of this project, HH Architecture 
provided design criteria package and renderings to 
Wayne County for use in fundraising. 

The design criteria package was used to secure funding 
to move the project forward. The design of the 
building includes a large assembly hall as well as 
flexible classroom, meeting, and office spaces available 
for use by a variety of agriculture, agribusiness, and 
community organizations including the Cooperative 
Extension, Wayne Soil and Water, Farm Service 
Agency, Travel & Tourism, USDA and 4-H.

66,000 Square Feet (14,500 sf ball room) The east wing 
is home to the offices of Wayne County Cooperative 
Extension, Wayne County Soil & Water Conservation, 
and USDA National Farm Service Agency. The west 
wing is flexible space consisting of multi-size 
classrooms, event halls, and outdoor space that is 
rented to the public for various events.
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Sanford Agricultural Marketplace – City of Sanford & Lee County

The building features a 8,305-SF open-air covered area 
that will be used as a farmers market and small music 
event space. A 4,117-SF conditioned space includes a 
staff office, commercial kitchen, demonstration 
kitchen, a flex conference/classroom, and storage 
spaces. Materials throughout the spaces have been 
repurposed from a previously existing structure to 
respect the legacy of the site.

The building is envisioned as a new regional hub that 
initiates the revitalization of Sanford’s eastern 
downtown while providing increased food access for 
the Sanford community. The marketplace will sit on 
the edge of downtown Sanford along the Little Buffalo 
Creek.

12,422 Square Feet (Currently in the Design Phase by 
HH Architecture)

Roughly $4 Million (still confirming)
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Avery County Cooperative Extension Center – Avery County
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Avery County Cooperative Extension Center – Avery County
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New Agricultural Center Forsyth County – Forsyth County

▪ Design/builder selected by RFQ Process – Shelco/ Walter, 

Robbs, Callahan and Pierce

▪ $753,000 for design costs

▪ Project budget of $9,950,000
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New Agricultural Center Forsyth County – Forsyth County
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New Agricultural Center Forsyth County – Forsyth County
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NC State School of Design

▪ Worked with Avery County

▪ Helped with Community Engagement and Research 

▪ Created Designs for Facility and Property

▪ Materials to Help with Fundraising
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Next Steps…

▪ Formal Bylaws for the Committee

▪ Committee Leadership

▪ Creation of Subcommittees

▪ Future Meeting Schedule
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QUESTIONS, 

THOUGHTS, 

COMMENTS












